Constitutional Structure and Principles
Objectives

· Describe how the United States Constitution may be changed and analyze the impact of specific changes.

· Explain how the United States Constitution grants and limits the authority of public officials and government agencies.`
· Identify principles in the United States Constitution.

Parts of the Constitution

· ______________ – explains the purpose and goals of the Constitution
· ____________ – provide the basic framework for our government

1.Article I – ______________________

2.Article II – _____________________

3.Article III – _____________________

4.Article IV–  ____________________________________________

5.Article V – ______________________________

6.Article VI –  _________________________________________________ ________________________________________
7.Article VII – __________________

· _____ Amendments have been added to the Constitution

· _____________________ (1791) – first 10 amendments

The Amendment Process
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Interpreting the Constitution

· The Constitution is ______________; it can adapt to address new challenges (______________________)

· ______________________________ Clause – gives Congress the power to make any laws needed to carry out its duties (_______________________)
· ______________________ – Congress only has the powers specifically mentioned in the Constitution

· ______________________ – Congress can make any laws the Constitution does not specifically forbid

· ____________________ has final authority for interpreting the Constitution

Principles Underlying the Constitution

· _________________________ – idea that power lies with the people

•The Declaration of Independence says the government’s power is based on the “____________________________”.
•Citizens exercise this power by __________.

•The Constitution includes provisions for the election of members of ______________ as well as the ____________ and ___________________

· _________________ – the law applies to everyone, including those who run the government.

•The Constitution limits the government’s power by _______________ what it can and cannot do.

· _______________________ – power is divided among three branches of government

· _______________________ – each branch is able to check (limit) the power of the other branches.
· ________________ – power is divided between the national government and the states

•______________________________ – powers specifically granted to the national government (raise an army, print money, make treaties)

•______________________ – powers not given to the national government are left to the states (establish local gov’ts, schools, elections)

•______________________ – powers shared by the national and state governments (levy taxes, enforce laws, establish courts)
