[image: ]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Word Bank: 	Santa Anna	Manifest Destiny 	Mexican Cession	Annexation of Texas		Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo 
image1.png
The Gold Rush and Westward Expansion

In order to understand the significance of the Gold Rush, it is important to look back at the
events that led to the discovery of gold in California. One of the most important events was the
Mexican-American War (1846-48). The Mexican-American War was a war of national aggression
to gain territory. It followed the 1845 annexation of Texas, which Mexico regarded as its
territory. In 1836 the Texian Army won the Battle of San Jacinto against Mexican forces, led by
famed general Santa Anna, and the Republic of Texas declared its independence from Mexico.
But Mexico had refused to acknowledge this action and warned the U.S. that if it tried to make
Texas part of the U.S., Mexico would declare war. In 1845 Texas voluntarily asked to join the
U.S., and became the 28" state. This action led to Mexico to declare war on the United States,
starting the Mexican-American War.

After a series of conflicts spanning
two years, the United States won
the war. When the dust settled,
the U.S. had gained a significant
amount of new territory. The
region collectively known as the
Mexican Cession included all of
present-day California, Texas,
Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico,
Nevada, and Utah. The signing of
the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo
officially ended the war on
February 2, 1848. In addition to
the ceded territory, Mexico gave
up its claims on Texas and
recognized the Rio Grande River as America’s southern border.
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At the time, the war was regarded as a major American victory over a hostile foe, but in the
wake of the sectional strife of the Civil War the Mexican-American War was all but forgotten by
history. But the war was pivotal in shaping our nation’s future. It cemented the idea of the
United States as an expansionist, transcontinental empire. It fulfilled the nation’s vision of
Manifest Destiny — creating one nation from Atlantic to Pacific. It shaped the land on which
many Americans live today. And it led directly to the California Gold Rush.




