Name ________________________   Block  _____


	1. Our Court System: 

Civil vs. Criminal Courts



	CIVIL COURTS
	CRIMINAL COURTS



	· Settle ______________ between two or more ___________ or groups

· _____________ (person harmed)  vs. ____________ (alleged wrongdoer)

· No jail or prison

· Usually money paid for ________ done

	· Protect people and society by punishing criminals

· __________________ (the government)   vs. _______________(accused person)

· Possible Jail or __________ term




	2. Our Court System: 

State vs. Federal Courts



	 STATE COURTS
	FEDERAL COURTS



	· Each state has its own ________ system

· Hear both civil and criminal cases involving _________ law

· Includes ________courts, _________ courts, and _________ courts (___________ of courts)


	· The ___________ has its own court system

· Hear both civil and criminal cases involving _____________ law

· Includes trial courts, appeals courts, and ___________ Court (levels of courts)




	3. Our Court System: 

Levels of Courts


	STATE COURTS
	FEDERAL COURTS



	· _________ Courts are called Superior, County, ___________, or Municipal Courts

· ______________ are made to an _________________ Court of Appeals

· Final appeals are made to the State ______________ Court (SJC in Mass.) 


	· Trial Courts are called U.S. _____________ Courts

· Appeals are made to U.S. _____________ Court of Appeals

· Final appeal ends with U.S. ____________ Court




	4. Our Court System: 

Trial vs. Appeals Court



	TRIAL COURT
	APPEALS COURT



	· hears ____________

· examines _____________

· rules on the admissibility of evidence

· issues a judgment or ______________ on the case

· imposes ____________ or penalties (criminal) /damages (civil)

	· Reviews decisions of ____________ courts 

· Do ______ hear testimony or examine new evidence

· Hears oral ______________ from the attorneys involved in the appeal

· May uphold the _________________   of the trial court, or return the case to the trial court for reconsideration or a ___________ trial




Appellate Courts



Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
The Supreme Judicial Court is the court of last resort. It is the oldest continuously functioning appellate court in the Western Hemisphere.[1]



Massachusetts Appeals Court
The Appeals Court is the intermediate appellate court in the state.

Trial Courts



There are seven departments of trial courts in Massachusetts. These departments are managed by a chief justice for administration and management.

· Massachusetts Superior Courts
These courts have exclusive jurisdiction over first degree murder cases and general jurisdiction in civil actions over $25,000, labor disputes and all other crimes.[2]
· Massachusetts District Courts
These courts have jurisdiction over most criminal cases, including felonies punishable by less than five years, small claims involving less than $2,000 and civil cases involving less than $25,000. Most counties in the state have multiple district courts.[3]
· Massachusetts Housing Courts
These courts have jurisdiction over any property or its use that affects the health, safety or welfare of the user.[4]
· Massachusetts Juvenile Courts
These courts have jurisdiction over cases such as delinquency, adoption and child protection services.[5]
· Massachusetts Land Courts
These courts have statewide jurisdiction over the registration and disputes of property titles.[6]
· Massachusetts Probate and Family Courts
These courts have jurisdiction over family matters such as divorce, child support, custody and adoption. They also hear cases having to do with wills, guardianships and changes of name.[7]
· Boston Municipal Courts
These courts have concurrent jurisdiction with the superior courts in all criminal cases that do not provide for a state prison sentence in excess of five years, and over certain specified crimes for which the maximum penalty exceeds five years. The court also has general civil jurisdiction.[8]
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Federal courts
There are two federal courts in Massachusetts: the District of Massachusetts and the District of Massachusetts Bankruptcy Court.[10]
Appeals from these courts go to the First Circuit Court of Appeals.

