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A Government is formed:


The Articles of Confederation
The New Nation
· The newly independent United States faced political and _______________________ difficulties

· The first ____________________ the Americans set up was unable to deal with these difficulties

· The second, not only met the needs of the times, but it also still __________________
A New Government is Formed

· The Continental Congress adopted a set of laws to govern the United States 

· These laws were called the Articles of _________________________
· The Articles established a ________________________ national government, in which most of the power was held by the individual states
Why were the Articles Adopted?

· The individual states feared the creation of a ________________________ central government

· They were afraid that their individual needs would be ignored by a national government with too much ____________________
· So the Articles purposely established a government that gave the largest share of power to the individual ___________________
State Constitutions

· After the Revolution, Americans thought of themselves as citizens of individual _________________, not of a common _____________________
· The U.S. was not a nation as much as it was a _____________________, an alliance of separate governments that work together
State Governments

· Because the Articles gave more power to the _______________________ than they gave to Congress … the central government was ___________________  to operate effectively
· The government under the Articles soon proved __________________________
Organization and Powers:
Organization

· Government under the Articles consisted of a one-house ______________________________ body – the Congress (or Continental Congress)

· There was NO separate _______________________ branch to enforce the laws

· There was NO separate system _________________ branch (national courts) to interpret them
· Each state had _____________ vote, regardless of its size 
Powers

· Congress was given the power to:



- declare ________


- make ______________


- conduct __________________affairs

· But Congress lacked the power to collect ___________________
· Relied upon grants of ___________________ from the states to pay its expenses

· Laws required a ____________________ majority of the states for passage 

· The national government under the Articles could not regulate _______________________ (trade) between the states 

· The paper currency was nearly _____________________
· The Articles could not be changed without the states’ __________________________ agreement
Accomplishments of the Confederation

· In spite of its weaknesses, the Confederation kept the 13 states together until they were able to work out a stronger _____________________

· One of its most important accomplishments was passage of two laws that lay the foundation of America’s _______________________
Land Ordinance of 1785

· Established a plan for surveying and selling ____________________ lands to settlers 

· Provided ____________________ for the young republic
Northwest Ordinance of 1787

· Drew up a plan for governing the ________________________ Territory

· Established a procedure for governing the _____________________ of new states to the union
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WEAKNESS

Congress had no power to lay or collect
taxes.

Congress had no power to regulate
interstate or foreign trade.

Congress had no power to enforce its
laws.

Approval of nine states was needed to
enact laws.

. Amendments to the Articles required the
o consent of all thirteen states.

The government had no executive
branch.

There was no national court system.

OUTCOME

The government was always short of
money.

Economic quarrels among the states
broke out. There was difficulty in
arranging for trade with other countries.

The government depended on the states
to enforce the laws.

It was difficult to enact laws.

There was no practical way to change the
powers of the government.

There was no effective way to coordinate
the work of the government.

The central government had no way of
settling disputes among the states.
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