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Guided Notes: Expansion to the Pacific 
Americans Look Westward

Mexico
· In early 1800s, Mexico’s northern provinces included:
· Present-day _______________________
· ______________  _____________________
· _______________________
Texas
· Texas had trouble attracting _________________________

· Its land was good for farming, but people feared attacks by ________________  _________________

Mexican Independence
· In 1821, Mexico won its independence from _________________ 
· In the years that followed, Mexico sought to improve its _____________________
· Mexico encouraged _______________ farmers to settle in Texas
Manifest Destiny as Justification
· The U.S. government recognized _______________________ as a fellow republic to its South

· But American expansionists began to covet New Mexico, _________________, and California

· They justified their views by pointing to the _______________of the Mexican government and economy

· They argued that the Mexicans (considered inferior by many) did not deserve to keep lands so badly needed for American __________________

· Expansion would come at the _____________________of Indians and Mexicans

· And southern expansionists hoped to add more ____________________states to strengthen their political position in Congress
Americans Trade with Mexico
· Mexican independence had spurred ___________________ with northern Mexico
· The __________________ had discouraged contacts with the U.S. but Mexican officials welcomed them

· Commerce grew along the _________________Trail
What were Mexico’s land grants? 
· In the early 1820s, Mexico offered huge ___________  ___________ (gift of public land) to American settlers

· Under these land grants, Americans bought land for ____________ prices
· In return for cheap land grants, Americans had to ______________ to: 
· accept the Mexican constitution, which banned ___________________

· become Mexican ______________

· worship as _______________  ___________________

· Many Americans rushed at the chance
Americans Migrate to Texas

· So led by _________________________, American emigrants mostly from the southern U.S., began to settle in Texas

· Like so many, these newcomers sought the economic _________________ of good farmland

· They raised corn, pigs, cattle and __________________
· By 1835, Texas was home to about 30,000 American settlers outnumbering the ____________________ (Hispanic population) about 6 to 1

· Result – many people in the U.S. considered making _________________ part of their country
Mexico Refuses To Sell Texas

· President _______________________________ had offered to buy Texas for $1 million

· President ___________________ offered $5 million

· But Mexico ____________________ to sell Texas!!
· Soon the _________________ began to have second thoughts about inviting so many Americans 
Rising Tensions in Texas
· Despite their oaths of allegiance and their land grants, the settlers did not honor their part of the _____________________
· They remained _______________________
· They ignored Mexico’s slavery ban by ____________________ in enslaved Americans to work their farms and _____________________
Tensions Build
· The ________________-_______________also became troubled by Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna’s rule 

· He favored an _________________________ government controlled by the military 

· Anglo-Americans wanted greater ________________________ or greater control over their own affairs

· In 1835, the Texans __________________ against Mexican rule 

· They seized Mexican garrisons (forts) at Goliad and San Antonio

· A year later the Texans declared their independence and adopted a __________________ constitution

· To crush the rebellion, Santa Anna led his army north into Texas
The Alamo 

· The first battle between the Texans and Mexicans took place at on old ________________ that was used as a fort
· It was called the Alamo
The Fight for the Alamo 
· There were only ____________ Texans guarding the Alamo
· The Mexican army had 1,800 men
· The _________________  held the Alamo for twelve days
· On the thirteenth day, ___________  __________ ordered his men to storm the fortress

· When it was over, all but five Texans were dead. The men not killed in the battle were executed by Santa Anna
· Texans were ______________ by the slaughter at the Alamo and vowed to fight for their _____________

Battle at San Jacinto 
· Santa Anna had over 300 more Texans executed at ___________________
· Texan general, Sam Houston gathered more _____________, 800 in all
· It included Tejanos, American settlers, volunteers from the United States, and many free and enslaved ___________________ Americans
· They met Santa Anna at San Jacinto
· Their battle cry was, “Remember the ______________!”
· It was over in 18 minutes. More than half the ________________ army was killed
· Santa Anna was forced to sign a treaty giving ___________________ its freedom. 
· With the Battle of San Jacinto, Texas was now an independent __________________
Lone Star Republic

· In _____________________, Texas declared itself The Lone Star Republic 

· __________  _______________ was elected president

· Some Americans wanted Texas to be part of the ________________

· Some people were afraid of Texas becoming a ___________________ state, others of war with __________________
· Both would eventually happen

