Name ______________________   Block ____


Guided Notes: 

Intro to Criminal Law 
Question: 

Can a single act be both a criminal act and a civil wrong?

The Case of OJ Simpson

· OJ Simpson was found _____ _____ of the murder of his former wife Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman in a criminal court

· Yet a civil court held him ___________ ______________ for their deaths and ordered him to pay $25 million in ____________ ___________ to the victims’ families

Answer:
____! A single act be _____ a criminal act and a civil wrong?
Examples: 

· State can prosecute and punish the person for the crime in a ______ court

· Injured person can sue for damages in a ______ court

Some General Considerations 

· Every crime is made up of certain _______.
· Elements are the conditions that make an act _______.
· At trial, each element of the crime must be proven __________________________________ in order to ______ a person

What Are the Basic Elements of a Crime?
· Crimes (except for strict liability crimes) have two basic elements: 

1. the _______ ________  [mens rea]

2. the _______ ________  [actus reus]

· Generally, a crime is committed when a person commits a guilty act accompanied by a guilty mind

· The exception is for _______ ________ crimes where mens rea is not a required element. 

Strict Liability Laws
Examples: statutory rape, selling alcohol to a minor, traffic offenses 
Basic Elements
Mens rea
· It is a necessary _______ of many crimes 

· Is the _______ element

· a person's _________ of his/her conduct being criminal 
Actus reus

· the ______ itself

· is the _______ element

What Are the Specific Elements of a Crime?
· Crimes also have specific ________ that are contained in the _______ of a crime. 

· For example, a murder is defined by law as an ________ killing of a human being. 

· The elements are that the accused must have 

(1) _______ or knowingly 

(2) caused a death 

(3) of a human being

Motive
 - _______ is NOT an element of any given crime
 - The legal system allows motive to be ________ to make the accused's reasons for committing a crime believable 
 - However, motive is NOT __________ to reach a verdict
 - Motives are also used when police _____________ a crime

State & Federal Crimes

· Both the federal and state governments have ________ laws 

· Some acts can be prosecuted ONLY in _______ courts while other acts can be prosecuted ONLY in _______ courts

· Certain crimes that violate ______ state and federal law can be prosecuted in ________ state or federal courts
Classes of Crimes 
Crimes are separated into two categories based on:


- their _______  (how serious) 


- the ___________ (sentence) attached to them
· A _________ is a crime that carries a potential prison sentence of more than one year

· Felonies are usually more _______ crimes

· A _________________ is any crime that can result in a prison sentence of one year or less
Crimes of Omission 

· Most crimes occur when a person _______ something that violates the law In a few cases, however, _________ to act may be a crime (if the person had a legal _______ to act)
· This type of failure to act is known as an omission

       (Example – Failure to file a tax return)

Inchoate Crimes (Also called PRELIMINARY CRIMES)
· Are crimes that take place ______________ or in _________________    for committing a crime

· These acts can be punished even if the crime is never completed

· Examples of inchoate crimes are:



- ______________


- ______________


- ______________
Elements of Solicitation

· Though state laws vary, to be guilty of solicitation, one must: ____________ (ask) that someone else engage in criminal conduct; and have the ______________ to engage in criminal conduct with that person

Elements of Conspiracy

· When ______ or more people ____________ to commit a crime, then take some _____________ (obvious steps) toward its completion. 

· The action taken need not itself be a crime, but it must indicate that those involved in the conspiracy __________ of the plan and _____________ to break the law.
Elements of Attempt
· The accused person must have BOTH 
- ____________ to commit a crime 

- taken a "______________  ___________  “ toward committing the crime (beyond mere_________________)
How much must be done to qualify as an attempt? 
Is planning or preparation enough?
· It is NOT necessary for the ______________ to take the last step before committing the crime itself

· However, _______  _______________ or planning to commit the crime, is not enough
· In other words, if the intended murderer bought the gun and __________ how he was going to commit the murder but never actually took _________  to commit the killing, that is not enough for an attempt

· This is true even if he really wanted to kill the person (_________).
Remember:

· To by guilty of attempt there must be more than “_____  _________________”
· There MUST be a “___________  __________ ” made toward the commission of a crime
· So, think about – mere preparation vs. a substantial step taken
Ancillary Notes: 

	


