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Criminal Justice Process: 
Proceedings before the Trial
Background

· Every criminal case goes through several standard proceedings before it reaches court

· In some cases, these proceedings _____________ the need for a trial
Booking

· Booking - the formal process of making a police ____________ of the arrest

· The accused  person provides some basic information for _______________ purposes

· Is then fingerprinted and photographed

Initial Appearance

· Within a short time of arrest and booking, the accused must appear before a __________

· Judge explains the defendant’s rights and advises him/her of the nature of the ____________

· Defendant has an _______________ appointed or is given the chance to obtain one

· Judge decides if the defendant will be released on ___________ or remain in jail while awaiting trial
Bail

· Bail - amount of __________________ that an arrested person puts up in order to be released from jail while waiting for trial

· The _________________ of bail is to make sure the defendant appears at the trial

· If the person fails to return for trial, the ______________ keeps the money
Pretrial Release

· Sometimes the court will release a person before trial

· This is known as a _________________  ___________________

· The defendant might be released on bail or on _________________  ___________________  (released from legal custody based on the defendant’s promise to appear in court)
Prosecutor’s Information

· Details the nature and circumstances of the charges brought against a defendant

· Information is a formal ________________  __________________ filed with the court 

· Based on the information collected during the initial investigation of the case
Preliminary Hearing

· Preliminary hearing - a screening process used in felony cases to decide if there is enough _____________________ (probable cause) to make the defendant stand trial

· If enough evidence supports the prosecutor's case, the defendant will proceed to trial

· If the judge finds no probable cause, the case may be ____________________

· But this does not necessarily mean that the case is over
Role of the Grand Jury

· A grand jury is used by many states in place of the prosecutor's _______________ or a       __________________ hearing

· It is a group of 16 to 23 people who determine whether there is enough evidence to show that a person has committed a crime and should go to trial

· Only the _____________________ submits evidence to the grand jury

· Neither the ___________________ nor his or her attorney is allowed to appear

·  A ___________________ is not present and rules of evidence do not apply

Grand Jury Indictment

· The ______________________   ______________________ requires that before anyone can be tried for a felony in a federal court, there must be a grand jury indictment

· _________________________ – a formal charge of a crime
Felony Arraignment and Pleas

· After an indictment or information is issued, the defendant must appear in court to enter a ________
· Plea - defendant's formal _____________ in court to the charge(s) that he or she is accused of committing 

· If the defendant pleads _____________, the judge will set a date for _______________

· If the defendant pleads _________________  ______________, the judge will set a date for trial and ask whether the defendant would like a trial by _______________
· Nolo Contendere - also known as “___________  ______________”
· Plea in which the defendant does not _______________ to guilt 

· But does not _______________ the charges

· Equivalent to a guilty plea but cannot be used as evidence in a civil trial
