Gun Control Debate: A Summary of Positions

Gun Control: Those who favor greater restrictions on firearm ownership and availability believe all or some of:
· There is no fundamental right to own firearms 

· Gun control legislation will reduce violent crime 

· Guns are more dangerous to the owners because most gun related deaths are a result of domestic violence, accidents, and suicides 

· Guns are designed to kill and can raise the level of violence in any disagreement between people. 

· Guns are of little use as self defense for the typical owner because the criminal is usually more experienced and skilled with his/her weapon, also criminals may act in groups 

· Citizens have no need to own guns to protect themselves against crime because government has that obligation 

· Citizens have no need to protect themselves against their governments if they are vigilant and confront government wrongdoing before violence is necessary
· Even if such a need should arise, it would be hopeless to take up individual small arms against the modern military technology that a government could bring to bear. 

Gun Rights: Those who favor maintaining or extending the private ownership of firearms believe all or some of:
· Owning firearms is a fundamental right 

· Government should not be empowered to interfere with an individual's right to own firearms as long as the individual is not harming or intimidating fellow citizens 

· Guns in the hands of the law-abiding populace decrease crime 

· Citizens have a right to self-protection 

· An armed population decreases the overall risk of violent crime

· Widespread ownership by the law-abiding is a deterrent to criminal intent 

· Law-abiding citizens have a responsibility to provide their own protection because governments cannot be held civilly or criminally responsible for failing to provide such protection 

· Carrying a firearm makes one more safe, not less safe; for the same reason that police forces carry firearms, criminals do not expect an armed victim
· An armed populace is a deterrent to excesses of government; the threat of violent revolution by the people keeps government's power in check 

· Existing gun control laws are sufficient, if only government would enforce them 

These two lists are obviously not exclusive. There may be other positions that are not represented here.
