Name ___________________________


AP Psychology - Learning
Free Response Question

Dan is a struggling 5th grader.  Throughout elementary school, Dan’s behavior has been getting progressively worse.  Dan is constantly talking during class to his classmates, who think he is hilarious.  Often, teachers yell at him in front of the class, which he doesn’t mind, because it gives him an opportunity to be the center of attention, even if he gets kicked out of class.  Sometimes he will even intentionally get kicked out, like during a quiz he is not prepared for.  The teachers are sick of this, as they had to deal with many of the same behaviors just two years earlier, when Dan’s brother was in 5th grade.

Explain how the following processes of learning may have contributed to the development of Dan’s behavior. (1 point each for a total of 3 points)
A. Positive Reinforcement

B. Negative Reinforcement

C. Modeling

Create a behavior modification plan to improve his conduct.  In your plan, utilize the following processes:
(2 points each for a total of 12 points)
D. Extinction

E. Positive Punishment

F. Negative Punishment

G. One potential disadvantage of the punishments you chose for Dan

H. Discrimination
I. Shaping
