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     Our Constitutional Framework
  CLOZE Activity 
What do I remember about the Constitution?
Directions: Work with your learning partner to decide what key term or word is missing in the spaces. The first letter is given as a hint.
Part 1
The U.S. C________________ is the highest law in the land. Besides providing the basic framework for our government, this document also lists the government’s powers and the people’s f__________________ that cannot be taken away by the government. A basic principle of our constitutional system is l______________________ government. It limits government to powers provided to it by the p______________.  Perhaps nothing is more important in the Constitution than the division of lawmaking power among the three b_______________ of government. This division is known as the s_________________ of powers. The e_________________ branch often issues rules and executive orders that have the full force of law. The legislative branch uses lawmaking power when it passes laws, also called s___________________. The judicial branch establishes laws through its r_______________. The three branches are independent, but each has the power to restrain the other branches in a system of checks and b_________________.
Part 2

One of the most important checks of one branch on another is the courts’ power of judicial r__________________. This power enables a court to cancel any law passed by Congress or a s__________________ legislature that conflicts with the nation’s highest law, the Constitution. Laws that conflict with some provision of the Constitution are declared to be u________________. Just as the Constitution restricts the power of the branches, it also reflects the view that the f_______________ government as a whole should be limited by the power of the states. The division of power between the states and the federal government is known as f______________. The federal government’s powers to make laws are listed in the Constitution, and the remaining powers are reserved for the states. This is why most civil and criminal laws are passed by state legislature or l________________ government. The principle of limited government is also reflected in the Bill of R__________, the first ten A________________ to the Constitution. The Bill of Rights defines and guarantees the fundamental r__________________ and liberties of all Americans, including the freedoms of religion, speech, and p_________________; the freedom from unreasonable s_______________ and seizure and other rights. 
