Name ____________________________ Block _____
Law and Society
Problem 6.1: DO I Need a Lawyer?


Directions: Discuss the reasons why you might or might not need a lawyer in the following cases. Next, decide by circling Yes or No. Give the main reason why (one way or the other).
a. You hit a car in the parking lot. Your insurance agent tells you that the company will pay for all medical costs and property damage.
Yes
 No

Why? 
b. You borrow a friend’s car without his knowledge. He reports that the car was stolen. The officer sees the plate number and you are pulled over and then arrested and charged with grand theft auto.

Yes
No

Why? _____________________________________________________
c. You buy a new home theater system for $1,500. One month later the system does not work properly. You return to the store, and the manager tells you that his systems only have a two week guarantee.

Yes
No

Why? _____________________________________________________
d. You decide to trade your old car in and purchase a new one. 

Yes
No

Why? _____________________________________________________
e. Two of your friends are caught robbing the cashier at a local convenience store and name you as the one who planned the robbery.
Yes
No

Why? _____________________________________________________
f. You are suspended for three days because of an article that you wrote for the student newspaper criticizing the school dress code. 
Yes
No

Why?

_____________________________________________________
g. You are turned down when you apply for a job. You think you were rejected because you are a minority.

Yes
No

Why? _____________________________________________________
h. You do not want your family to inherit the $100,000 you have saved. After being told that you are going to die within a year, you want the money to be used for cancer research.
Yes
No

Why? _____________________________________________________
i. Your spouse tells you that he/she wants a divorce. 
Yes
No

Why? _____________________________________________________
j. You earn $5,000 working part-time in a restaurant during the year. You want to file your federal and state income tax returns. 

Yes
No

Why? _____________________________________________________
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