Name _______________________________________________
__________ Period _______
U.S. History I                       Provisions and Prices for the Oregon Trail                       


Your family of four has just arrived in Independence, Missouri to trek to the Oregon Country. You must outfit for the trip. What are you going to take with you?

Crossing the continent to settle in Oregon was not a journey for the faint of heart, and neither was it a journey for the poor.  It required a minimum of about $500 to outfit for the trip, and this could easily become $1000 or more if an emigrant needed to purchase a wagon and draft animals.  The food and other provisions needed to sustain a family on the Oregon Trail for six months took up most of the room in their wagon - though the overlanders' wagons were structurally capable of carrying as much as two tons when in good repair, the conventional wisdom at the time was not to carry more than 1600-1800 pounds of cargo.  A typical emigrant wagon started out from Missouri loaded down with flour, sugar, bacon, coffee beans, lard, spices, dried fruit, beans, rice, and perhaps even a keg of pickles (a popular and tasty choice for warding off the dangers of malnutrition).  Add to that the weight of cast iron pots and pans, a kettle or two, a Dutch oven, and even more food for large families, and you can see why some wealthier families brought two wagons... one for the food and one for everything else!

DRAFT ANIMALS

ox
$30-35 (minimum of 4-6, but it would be wise to have more)

milk cow
$70-75

cattle
$8-20   priced by age (typically 1-3 years old)

mule
$10-15

pack horse
$25

riding horse
up to $75

bridle & blinders
$3

tack & harness
$5

mule collar
$1.25

horse blanket
$2

whip
$1

pack saddle
$2.50

saddle/saddle bags
$5

WAGONS

covered wagon
 $70

farm wagon
$25-30

wagon bows
$3/set for converting a farm wagon to a covered wagon

cloth cover
up to $1/yard

grease 

 free (animal fats were used as lubricants)

bucket
$1

WEAPONS
Rifle
$15 (double barreled rifles were sometimes seen on the frontier, as 
       repeating rifles were not widely available until after the Civil War)

shotgun or musket   $10 (there were also double barreled shotguns, as well as hybrids  


                                    fitted with one rifled barrel and one smooth-bored shotgun barrel)
Colt revolver     
  $25
single-shot pistol      $5
powder & shot
$5 (shot was generally sold by the pound)
hunting knife
$1
SUNDRIES & CAMP EQUIPMENT

woolen blanket
$2.50

tent
$5-15           prices varied with size

nails
$0.07 per pound

soap
$0.15 per pound

sheet iron stove
$15-20

coffee mill
$1.00

coffee pot
$0.75

frying pan

$1.50

stew kettle

$0.50

bread pan

$0.25

butcher knife
$0.50
tin table settings
$5 (includes flatware,  plates, and cups for a family of eight)

candles

$0.15 per pound

10-gallon wash tub
$1.25

bucket

$0.25

axe/shovel/hoe
$1.25

hand tools

$2.50 each (such as augers, planes, and saws)

rope


$2.50 (50' - 75' coil of 3/4" hemp rope)

*To the above may be added as many knickknacks as you see fit, always remembering that such things do not lose their good taste by being brought on the plains.
FOOD
 (Recommended for each adult: 150 lbs. of flour, 20 lbs. of corn meal, 50 lbs. of bacon, 40 lbs. of sugar, 10 lbs. of coffee, 15 lbs. of dried fruit, 5 lbs. of salt, half a pound of saleratus (baking soda), 2 lbs. of tea, 5 lbs. of rice, and 15 lbs. of beans)
flour   

$0.02 per pound      

corn meal

$0.05 per pound
bacon

$0.05 per pound
sugar

$0.04 per pound
coffee

$0.10 per pound
dried fruit

$0.06 per pound
salt

$0.06 per pound
pepper

$0.08 per pound
lard

$0.05 per pound
vinegar

$0.25 per gallon
saleratus

$0.12 per pound
tea

$0.60 per pound
rice

$0.05 per pound
beans

$0.06 per pound
ON THE TRAIL
Some examples of expenses the emigrant encountered while en route...
Indian moccasins
$0.50 (many emigrants wore out several pairs of shoes on the road to 

Oregon)
tanned buffalo hide $4.00
crossing bridges      $0.15 to $0.50 per wagon (prices for bridges and ferries were generally 

negotiable, and additional charges per head of livestock were common)
ferrying rivers
$2 - $5 per wagon
resupplying   
(once beyond the frontier, prices at trading posts along the Oregon Trail were typically at least twice those back East and could be much higher)
Directions: Your family is headed west in the 1840s. As a family, you need to answer the following questions:

Route:

	From where are you starting?

	

	What is your destination?

	

	What trail are you taking? (see map on page 298)

	


Purpose:

	Why are you headed West?

	


Transportation:

	What form of transportation are you taking?

	


Supplies: 

What are you taking with you on your journey? Make a list of items. ($750 allowance)

	Item
	
	Quantity
	
	Total Cost

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


      Total: ____________

Problems:

	What problems have you encountered on your journey?

	

	

	

	How did you deal with these problems?

	

	

	














