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For more than half an' hour|
38 .vespectable, law-abiding cit-
izens in Queens watched a killer|
stalk and stab a woman in three|
separate attacks in  Kew|
iGardens. :

Twice the sound of their voices;




The Case of …

The Apathetic Bystanders 
Catherine “Kitty” Genovese, born in New York City in 1935, was a young bar manager at the time of her murder on March 13, 1964.  Her murder was a truly horrific event, having been stabbed more than 17 times. She became the third victim of serial rapist and killer Winston Moseley. The fact that Kitty could have possibly been saved by the more than 38 witnesses to the murder makes this case even more disturbing. 

In the early morning hours of March 13, Kitty Genovese was walking to her Queens apartment from the parking lot located only 20 feet from her front door, shortly after leaving work.  The 5’1”, 105 pound woman was quickly overtaken by a stranger who emerged from the shadows.  The man, serial rapist and killer Winston Moseley, jumped on top of Kitty and stabbed her several times with the knife he was carrying.  After the initial attack, Genovese screamed, “Oh my God! He stabbed me! Please help me! Please help me!”

At this point, several lights turned on in the nearby apartment complex and some of the tenants took notice of the attack occurring on the street below.  Irene Frost, a resident of Kitty’s apartment building, later testified that she heard Kitty’s screams plainly. “There was another shriek and she was lying down crying.”  Robert Mozer, a resident on the seventh floor of the same building, slid open his window and observed the struggle taking place.  Upon observing Moseley attacking Genovese, Mozer yelled, “Hey, let that girl alone!”  Moseley took notice of Mozer’s request and quickly ran away.  Mozer closed his window, the lights in the apartment complex went out, and everyone went back to sleep.
The apartment tenant’s failed to take notice of Kitty, who was now lying on the ground, sobbing, bleeding badly from several open stab wounds.  Despite her injuries and her neighbors’ indifference, Catherine managed to drag herself to the side of the building.  Her attacker returned once more and stabbed the Genovese, who screamed, “I’m dying! I’m dying!”  As happened the time before, several lights in the apartment building went on and windows opened to survey the scene below.  Majorie and Samuel Koshkin witnessed the second attack from their apartment building.  Mr. Koshkin wanted to call police, but his wife advised against it, saying that “there must have been 30 calls already.”  Another woman on the second floor even witnessed her assailant “bending down over [Kitty], beating her,” yet failed to call police.

The attacker fled once more at the sight of the lights from within the building.  Kitty managed to pull herself to the back of the apartment and managed to open a door leading to the second floor, but collapsed in the lobby. Winston Moseley returned a third time, calmly following the trail of blood to the back of the building to the severely wounded Kitty lying on the floor.  Moselely then sexually assaulted the semiconscious woman and violently stabbed her once again, finally ending her life.
Now why would 38 otherwise upstanding citizens simply ignore a murder taking place only yards away from them? 
Questions to Consider
1. Why do you think the bystanders took no action to help Kitty?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Did the bystanders commit a crime by not acting? Give your reasons.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Did the bystanders do the right thing?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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