Liberty vs. Security – The 4th Amendment

“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.”  

- 4th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Analyze the following cartoons about the 4th Amendment.
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1. What is happening in this cartoon? (hint: the house is being torn down and the fence is being built-focus on the words)
2. Why is this happening?

3. What has changed about security since the Constitution was written?

4. What is job of our government – to keep us safe or to uphold the Constitution?

5. Are you willing to give up some freedom/privacy in exchange for security?  Why?
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1. What has become “security” for the eagle?

2. Is the eagle safer now?

3. What is the artist saying about the cost of security?

4. What is the artist suggesting by lining the bottom of the cage with the Bill of Rights?

5. What seems to be the message about liberty vs. security?
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