"Secret of the Wild Child"

Name_______________________________
This documentary focuses on two "wild children," Victor and Genie. It is concerned primarily with the moral and ethical issues surrounding the treatment of Genie's case, but in this course we will be concerned mostly with what researchers attempted to learn from Genie about the acquisition of language.  

You may refer to the article or the text for some answers. 
1. When and where was Genie "discovered"?  
2. How old was Genie ?                  Under what conditions had she been held?
3. Where was Genie taken after she was discovered?
4. What particular question of importance to science and society (and to this course!) was it thought that the careful study of Genie might be able to answer?
5. What was Susan Curtiss’ specialty, or what did she teach at UCLA?
6. Describe Genie's general appearance and behavior just after her "discovery."
7. Describe Genie's apparent linguistic abilities at the time of her "discovery." What explanation is given for the state of her language?
8. What was (is) Jay Shurley an expert in? 
9. According to Shurley, how long does it take for the effects of solitary confinement to appear in most people?
10. What did Shurley think the presence of “sleep spindles” in Genie’s sleep EEG indicates?
11. What happened to Genie’s father?
12. What was James Kent's idea about how to get Genie to learn and to develop socially? 
13. Genie's first utterance happened in May 1971.  Figure out how old she was then. 
14. How many words did Genie know?
15. What did the Doctors hope at this point?  
16. In what country was Victor, the “Wild Boy of Aveyron”, discovered in 1800?  

17. How long did they guess he had lived in the wild, and how old did they believe him to be?

18. Describe the peculiar responses that Victor had to snow and the cold temperatures.

19. What major question was being debated in the intellectual atmosphere of the time? 

20. What kinds of answers had been proposed and rejected? 

21. What did Jean-Marc Itard think would bring him fame?

22. TRUE     FALSE     
Scientists and researchers came to an easy agreement on the direction 





the research with Genie should take.
23. David Rigler wanted to know if a teenager could still ______________________________.
24. Does Noam Chomsky believe that we acquire language because of NATURE or NURTURE?     (circle one)
25. What did Eric Lenneberg believe regarding the capacity for language acquisition?
26. What name is given to this idea?
27. Genie went to live with one of her teachers, Jean Butler.  What strange behaviors did she demonstrate while living with the Butlers?
28. Why did Butler isolate Genie from the other team members?
29. How long did Genie live with foster parents David and Marilyn Rigler?
30. Marilyn Rigler helped Genie learn to express her ____________________.
31. At this point in the project, what was Curtiss' view on the existence of a Critical Period?
32. Did Victor ever really learn to talk? 

How old was he when he died?
33. How did the Riglers try to expand Genie’s language?

34. What central question continued to "plague" the Genie Team? 
35. What was Jay Shurley's position on this question and what was his evidence for this position? 
36. What was Susan Curtiss' position on the question and what was her evidence for her position?
37. Why did NIMH drop their funding of the Genie Project in 1974? 
38. What did the Riglers do at that time?
39. Give an example of a question that Genie produced in the tape.
40. Consider the examples of language that Genie produced. What general stage of child language acquisition (Babbling, One-word, Two-word, Telegraphic) did Genie appear to demonstrate?   Why do you think so?  (Use your book if needed)
41. In 1975 Genie returned to live with her mother. How old was she?  
42. Then what happened to her? 
43. Who filed a lawsuit, and what were the charges? 
44. How was Genie treated in future foster homes? 
45. Where does she live “now”?  
46. What is the difference between Skinner and Chomsky’s views on Language Acquisition? 
