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President George Washington’s Farewell Address 
Washington’s Farewell Address was printed in Philadelphia’s American Daily Advertiser on September 19, 1796. In the address, Washington looked forward to returning to his home at Mount Vernon, Virginia. He told Americans to stay united under the Constitution. He warned them about political parties. Washington also urged Americans to avoid long-term relations with other countries and to continue to pay the country’s debts. This passage is from Washington’s Farewell Address. 

Directions: Read and analyze the document below and answer the questions that follow. Be thorough and use complete sentences.

Friends and Fellow Citizens:

The period for a new election of a citizen to administer the executive government of the United States being not far distant, … it appears to me proper, … that I should now apprise [tell] you of the resolution I have formed, to decline being considered among the number of those out of whom a choice is to be made …
Citizens, by birth or choice, … [t]he name of American, … must always exalt the just pride of patriotism … You have in common cause fought and triumphed together; …

This government, … completely free in its principles, … has a just claim to your confidence and your support. [T]he Constitution … is sacredly obligatory [necessary] upon all. The very idea of the power and the right of the people to establish government presupposes [demands] the duty of every individual to obey the established government …

There is an opinion that parties in free countries are useful checks upon the administration of the government and serve to keep alive the spirit of liberty … But in those of the popular character, in governments purely elective, it is a spirit not to be encouraged …

[I also urge you to] observe good faith and justice towards all nations; cultivate [develop] peace and harmony with all …

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial relations, to have with them as little political connection as possible.

In offering to you, my countrymen, these counsels [advice] of an old and affectionate friend, that they may be productive … that they may now and then recur to moderate the fury of party spirit, to warn against the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard against the impostures of pretended patriotism …
Document-Based Questions

1. Why did Washington say citizens should have pride in the name “American”?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What did Washington remind Americans about the Constitution?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why do you think Washington discouraged political parties? Explain your opinion.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What purpose did Washington hope his advice would serve for future leaders?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Do you think Washington’s advice was followed? Explain.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
