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Independence in Texas






In 1821, Mexico became an independent nation from Spain, their former mother country. Texas was a part of Mexico, however, not many Mexicans lived in Texas. An American named Stephen Austin wanted to start an American colony in Texas. He was successful. Many Americans decided to move to Texas as there was great land available for growing cotton and for raising cattle. Cotton plantation owners took their slaves with them. African Americans, immigrants from Germany and Asia, and even Jewish populations began settling the lands in Texas. In ten years, there were actually more Americans living in Texas than there were Mexicans. 
But Mexico became angry that American settlers brought their slaves. Slavery was against the law in Mexico. Americans were disobeying this law. There were other laws that were being disobeyed as well. For example, it was the law that Spanish should be spoken and that all people should be Catholic who lived in the country. When Santa Anna, the Mexican president tried to make the Texans follow these laws, the American Texans became angry. They even began fighting back. In 1836, there were about 180 Texans who decided to take the Alamo as a fort for themselves. When over 4,000 Mexico soldiers attacked the fought, the battle went on for 13 days. Finally, Santa Anna and his Mexican soldier won. He killed every single Texan at the Battle of the Alamo. 
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While the Texan’s were fighting at the Battle of the Alamo, Texan leaders were writing up a declaration of independence for Texas. It stated that Texas was no longer a part of Mexico. It was not just American Texans that wanted this independence. Mexican Texans also agreed with the break, including men like Lorenzo de Zavala and Jose Antonio Navarro. Navarro was a Mexican who was born in Texas and was even friends with Stephen Austin, Both men signed the declaration and helped to create the new Constitution for Texas. 
    Navarro
          Zavala

  Houston
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Sam Houston became the commander in chief of the Texan army. On April 21, 1836, his men met Santa Anna’s men at the San Jacinto River. Houston reminded his men to “Remember the Alamo” and the brave men who died there. The battle was only 18 minutes long! The Texans won. They called this the Texas Revolution. Texas was now a free and independent nation, called a Republic. Sam Houston was the first president and Lorenzo de Zavala was the vice president.  
But Texas began thinking that they wanted to be a part of the United States of America. This thought grew but had to wait for 10 years. Texas became a state of the United States on December 29, 1845. 

Questions:
1. Why did Americans want to settle in Texas?

2. What problems did Americans have in Texas?

3. What problems did Mexicans have in Texas?

4. How did Texas become free from Mexico?

5. Describe the battle of the Alamo?

6. Why is Sam Houston significant in Texan history?

7. Who is Santa Anna?

8. Why did Houston say to his soldiers, “Remember the Alamo” ?

9. What industries were well fitted to Texas?
10. How long did it take for Texas to become an American state?

